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Left and African elites favoured. Instead, they proposed the conservative option of 
'association'. Akpo-Vache shows that a new African elite, active in youth 
associations and in the Communist-inspired Comites d'etudes franco-africains, 
turned to nationalism as a result of their displeasure. What she fails to explain is 
why this more militant new guard proved to be so easily mollified by the very 
modest concessions made by France in the new French Union that emerged in 
I946. 

Small infelicities do not, however, spoil what is a well-written and clearly 
organized study. Kouadio Adjoumani is correctly identified as ruler of the Abron 
of Dahomey (p. 99), but incorrectly called emperor of the Mossi earlier (p. 2 ). It 
is a valuable study, both as an overview of this important but neglected period, and 
as a tool for future researchers. 

McGill University MYRON ECHENBERG 

QUESTIONING THE 'CONSENSUAL VIEW' OF 
WARTIME AFRICA 

Botswana I939-1945: An African Country at War. By ASHLEY JACKSON. Oxford: 
Clarendon Press, I999. Pp. vii+ 258. ?40 (ISBN 0-19-820764-6). 

Understanding the implications of the Second World War has been a slippery 
problem for historians of Africa. A substantial body of literature has built up that 
depicts the war as a watershed event in the political, economic and social 
development of the continent, but few of these broad assertions are borne out 
entirely when applied to individual colonies and territories. This contradiction is 
brought into sharp focus in Ashley Jackson's Botswana I939-I945: An African 
Country at War. Under the heading of what Jackson terms the 'consensual view', 
these popular generalizations suggest that the Second World War inspired sharp 
changes in colonial administrative and economic policies, nurtured and inspired 
African nationalism, undermined 'white prestige', and created a class of restless 
and politicized African ex-servicemen. On the whole, Jackson argues that these 
interpretations are too metropolitan, too teleological and too elite-based, and he 
finds little evidence of such radical changes in wartime Botswana (Bechuanaland). 

By synthesizing the political, economic, social and military history of the 
territory, Jackson sees the war as a period of continuity rather than change, 
concluding that Botswana in I945 was closer to I939 than I960. He finds that 
metropolitan policy had little significant impact on wartime Bechuanaland and that 
rural areas were particularly untouched by the war. In contrast to many studies of 
the conflict which depict African soldiers as victims of coercion and exploitation, 
Jackson argues that many were volunteers and tended to be a force for conservatism 
rather than agents of radical change after they were discharged. He convincingly 
dismantles the myth of the war as a threat to white prestige by pointing out that 
since few Africans regarded Europeans as superior before the conflict, African 
soldiers had little reason to be less respectful of them once the fighting was over. 

Jackson is careful to confine his analysis to Bechuanaland, but he suggests that 
the generalizations embodied in the ' consensual view' will prove equally inaccurate 
when they are examined on a case by case basis in additional African territories. 
While he successfully calls many popular generalizations concerning the war into 
question, the lessons that can be drawn from Botswana appear to be limited. The 
book paints a rather harmonious picture of wartime Bechuanaland where Africans 
(particularly chiefs) willingly contributed to the war effort. Jackson argues that the 
Batswana did not consider themselves to be a colonized people and instead viewed 
Britain as their protector against the Afrikaners who pushed for the incorporation 
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of the High Commission Territories into the Union of South Africa. He asserts 
that wartime politics were confined to competition over the powers of chiefs within 
the parameters of indirect rule, and that local colonial officials had few real fears 
about the destabilizing consequences of the war. Even Batswana soldiers appear to 
have had an easier time than most other African soldiers because they experienced 
less overt racial discrimination while serving in mixed artillery units with regular 
British troops. The low incidence of disciplinary incidents in Bechuana units can 
also be attributed to the appointment of African chiefs to senior non-commissioned 
ranks, a practice that few other territories were able to duplicate. 

Much of this stability can be attributed to the lack of a significant European 
population in Bechuanaland. British settlers in Kenya, the Rhodesias and to some 
extent Malawi used their influence to oppose improved pay and working conditions 
for African troops and exploited wartime economic opportunities at the expense of 
African labourers and farmers. It was these settler communities that worried most 
about the war's threat to white prestige. Thus, Africans from territories with larger 
European populations had a much more difficult time during the war than 
Jackson's Batswana informants. 

Jackson's revisionist critique of the 'consensual view' of wartime Africa runs 
counter to the work of many African historians (including some Botswanans) who 
have argued that the exploitive nature of colonial military service helped inspire 
African nationalism. Ultimately, debates over the nature of African service in 
colonial armies and the influence of African veterans revolve around the question 
of balancing oral and archival evidence. Many of the works which fall under 
Jackson's 'consensual view' of the Second World War give greater weight to the 
testimonies of surviving ex-servicemen who recall incidents of discrimination and 
insubordination that are rarely mentioned in military reports and colonial archives. 
What makes Jackson's book so interesting is that he seems to have found the 
opposite situation in Botswana. Rather than complaining of exploitation, most of 
Jackson's African informants had few grievances about their treatment by the army 
and the colonial administration. They claim to have no recollection of communal 
labour on government sponsored agricultural projects (known as warlands) or the 
several serious disciplinary incidents that took place while Batswana soldiers were 
awaiting demobilization. Jackson does not go into much detail on how he gathered 
his oral data, and one has to wonder if he simply could not find surviving ex- 
servicemen with first-hand knowledge of these incidents or if some informants had 
a reason for recalling their wartime experiences in such benign terms. 

In any event, Jackson has made a provocative contribution to ongoing debates 
on the impact of the Second World War on Africa and the influence of African ex- 
servicemen, and his call to re-examine the war's legacy from the perspective of 
individual Africans has a great deal of merit. 

Washington University, St Louis TIMOTHY H. PARSONS 

FRANCOPHONE AFRICAN RESEARCH 

Des historiens africains en Afrique. L'histoire d'hier et d'aujourd'hui: Logiques 
du passi et dynamiques actuelles. Sous la direction de CATHERINE COQUERY- 
VIDROVITCH, ODILE GEORG et HERVE TENOUX. Paris: L'Harmattan, I998. Pp. 
360. FF. I90, paperback (ISBN 2-7384-6908-6). 

This volume contains essays by sixteen African historians who received their 
graduate education in French universities and who now teach in universities in 
their home countries. With one exception, they deal with subjects in the history of 
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